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through a visual inspection of each and the excavation of a single 50-x-50- centimeter test unit in 
each. The archaeological investigations along Needmore Road identified the presence of eight 
archaeological resources. Sites 31SW386**, 31MA586**, and 31SW387** are small, low 
density scatters of late nineteenth/early twentieth century artifacts. Extant aboveground evidence 
for late nineteenth/early twentieth century structures was observed at sites 31MA628** and 
31MA629**. Sites 31MA583 and 31MA584 are both represented by small collections of pre-
Columbian artifacts. Site 31MA585 is an extant fishweir of likely pre-Columbian origin located 
in the Little Tennessee River. 
 

With the exception of the fishweir (31MA585), none of these archaeological sites 
appears to possess the potential to provide information that might illuminate pre-Columbian or 
historic period research contexts. Therefore, 31MA583, 31MA584, 31MA586**, 31SW386**, 
and 31SW387** are recommended as individually ineligible for listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places (as defined by the criteria outlined at 36 CFR §60.4), and no further 
archaeological work is recommended at those locations. Sites 31MA628** and 31MA629** were 
not evaluated due to their distance from the APE. However, the fishweir (31MA585) is 
recommended eligible for the NRHP criterion [c] of 36 CFR §60.4, which provides for resources 
that “embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction…” and 
criterion [d], which addresses sites that “have yielded or may be likely to yield information 
important to prehistory or history”. However, based on current project information, the fishweir at 
site 31MA585 is located outside the APE for the project. Improvements to Needmore Road, as 
proposed, will have no direct effects on site 31MA585. Secondary impacts to the weir are not 
expected unless subsequent development in the project area severely alters the hydrology of the 
Little Tennessee River near Tellico Creek. 

 
In a letter dated December 11, 2006 (Appendix B), the North Carolina State Historic 

Preservation Office (HPO) concurred with NCDOT’s recommendations regarding archaeological 
sites as presented above. HPO recommends no additional archaeological work in connection with 
this project. 

 
  

C. Highway Traffic Noise/Air Quality  
 

The project is located in Macon and Swain Counties, which has been determined to comply 
with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards. The proposed project is located in an 
attainment area; therefore, 40 CFR Parts 51 and 93 are not applicable. This project is not 
anticipated to create any adverse effects on the air quality of this attainment area. 

 
The proposed project is located along SR 1369 and SR 1114 (Needmore Road) in Macon and 

Swain Counties. The project proposes to improve these unpaved secondary roads located adjacent 
to the Little Tennessee River. It is noted that there are no apparent noise receptors along the 
proposed project limits. The proposed right of way is 50 feet and the predicted 66 dBA noise 
contour is less than 34 feet and no substantial changes in the vertical or horizontal alignments are 
planned. The project will not significantly increase traffic volumes with predicted ADT’s being 
less than 1,000 VPD. Therefore, the project's impact on noise and air quality will not be 
significant. 

 
If vegetation is disposed of by burning, all burning shall be done in accordance with 

applicable local laws and regulations of the North Carolina SIP for air quality in compliance with 


